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1. Persecution as God’s unwanted but expected program
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* John 15:18-20a — 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated
me before it hated you. 12 If you were of the world, the world would

love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but |

chose Jou out of the world, therefore the world hates
you. 29 Remember the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not

greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute you.
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1. Persecution as God’s unwanted but expected program

* Matthew 10:21-22
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— 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death,

and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and
have them put to death, ?? and you will be hated by all for my
name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
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* 2 Timothy 3:12 — 2 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted,
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Isaiah 55:8-9:

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
? For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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